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him.   The English came in handy at this juncture, and it was a most for-
tuitous combination of parties, pursuing the same objective.

Company's Intrigues with Mir Jafar and the Battle of Plassey
The facts become clear as we pursue the course of events. Within a
short time after he came to the throne in 1756, Sirajud-Daulah had made
himself unpopular with a number of his officials and courtiers as described
above. These people had watched with surprise and fear his early successes
in his undertakings, and could see no way of overthrowing him. But, after
the recapture of Calcutta by the English, the burning of Hooghly Fort, the
defeat of the Nawab in the skirmish of 5 February 1757, the fall of Chander-
nagore, and the treaty that followed, they came to feel that the assistance
of the English would be most useful in effecting their purpose. Soon after
his arrival at Falta, Clive came to know that many prominent men in the
Nawab's Government wanted to overthrow him, and he immediately made
contacts with them. On 26 December 1756, Clive wrote to Mir Nazir Ali,
the paramour of Ghasita Begam, "Your sufferings cannot be greater than
those of the English; however (thank God) there is now a prospect of gain-
ing satisfaction for all our losses. Your Vakeel will be able to inform you what
great things the English have done in other parts, and I am hopeful the
force we have brought will enable us to do the like here, especially if we
are so fortunate as to have your assistance."28 On 8 January 1757, he wrote
to the Jagat Seths, "I write you this letter of friendship that you may
endeavour to settle all affairs for your master's interest, your own and the
Company's."29 To Khwajah Wajid, he wrote the same day, "You have always
been esteemed amongst our most hearty friends, nor do I doubt but you will
use your interest with the Nawab that these troubles may be ended by a peace-
able and happy accommodation."30 These efforts of Clive to win over the
Nawab's courtiers were not in vain, for Renault, the French Governor of
Chandernagore, referring to the English attack on the Nawab's camp on 5
February 1757 and the treaty that followed, wrote, "The ministers of the
Nawab, almost all of whom were partisans of the English, desiring only to
make peace, profited by this occasion to bring the Nawab to it, and he,
forced by the mutinous disposition of his generals and by the fear of a
Pathan invasion, found himself, contrary to his own wishes, obliged to
consent and even to submit to extremely hard conditions/*31 During the
Anglo-French conflict culminating in the fall of Chandernagore also, the
partisans of the English at the Nawab's Court were busy using their
influence against the French.
The three months that followed the fall of Chandernagore to the battle
of Plassey were a period of hectic intrigue and activity. The English
were anxious to eliminate altogether the French influence in Bengal. They
demanded from the Nawab the surrender of all French factories and of all
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